Five-star

thrills that

won’t break
the Bansko

O'W'5 this for a skiing day? Having
spent an exhilarating morning on

mﬂyﬁ]ﬂaﬂ,mﬂu—uﬂnm&
lenjoy a rty lunch on the sun

terrace of a rustic-looking moun-

T end dt:ﬂlmasupli.;:_wl high note, [ take
my

a ski- Mmmcmrmmhlﬁﬂﬁmﬂmm

the long, rewarding nm to resort level, where

there are more than eight unin

where the winding, snowy boule-
vard, cut i forests,
makes fﬂnﬁmhﬂng final
cruise, endin%;ather muwen
jently Dutside

of my Five-star hotel.

There, an attendant helps me
off with my boolts, puts them on
AN OWerni warming machine
amibrlnis me my =oft, everyday

in my room I shower,
dnnubﬂ and head down o
the spa for a well earned soak in
he hot tub followed by & sooth-
ing massage.

1 retire to my romm and, after

in my luxuriows, bouncy
sthe of & king-zized bed, wake
refreshed and mare than slightly
e eadhi ek
whet to satisfy my hunger in
the hotel's Italian restaurant, its
international cuisine establish-
ment ar the top-class Japanese
dining toor

MNow gul:.:.:z:thm A week of siuch
quur_'.r luding a grand buffet

breakfast each morning, seven

of piste, starting with expansive,
mguﬂled 5 leading down into the trees,

ted miles
gh-speed,

nights" five-star accommoda-
tion, return ﬂl.% s and trans-
fers, will cost, for example in
Harci:elﬂdnm A STAZEeTr-
in I PErson,

gy mﬂm p:muldﬂu:be
possible? Certainly not in the
swanky French resorts of Cour-

or Val d'Isere, where for

that money you would struggle
to get one night in such sumpitu-
pusness. Mor in the elite winter-
sports playgrounds of 5t Moritz
oF Zermatt in Switserland.

Some well-heeled r visi-
tors to those last two opulent
destinations will spend, in a
week, what it would mattuhui:
onebedroom spartment in 1
Bulgarian resort of Banskao,
to which T am referring. That's
about ES0000, by the way.,

I knvowr of no o ski resort in
the world that can offer
able excellence, on and of T the
mountain, at such low prices.

If the Indian national tourist

Bulgaria’s favourite
resort offers skiing
luxury at bargain
prices, says Neil English

authority can get away with
usmg tha mur clmg slogan
‘Incredible India', then I think
the Hulgariam .alu:m:l hold their

& up |'II

The ancient town of Bansko,
which sits at the base of the
dominant Pirin Mountain, on
which all the skiing takes placa,
dates back thousands of yvears
end 5 a World Heritage Site.

HEN they

heard Ban-

skn was ear-

marked for

major ski-

resort dev-

elopment, historians and the
green lobby wore

"I"GIJ t.:nn see why, since the

f 4 riizl:ﬁ'.'erthe

At ewu.ream. property

E‘ﬂm has seen the old town sur-

rounded by the modern, still-

expanding resort. That said, the

| and proudly uise
t Bansho',

original Bansko is not over-
shadowed by towering hotels
and apartment blocks. All dev-
e]n[lment has adhered to &
ngltl" of & ma xim g of I'we

e e
ally puwerful empinski hotel
Broup's very attractive new
establishment in town, the
Grand Arena.

Most new buildings are clad
in local materials of stone and
wod and ical Bulgarian
village architecture is widely
reflected, which, to my eyes,
is rather pleasing. But the build-
ing must stop and stop now
because developers are rapid
encroaching on Mational Pa
and Mat Forest land. More-
over, there i a need to avold the
sifuation where there are more
enthusiastic skiers and snow-
boarders filling the beds in the
resort than the ski-lift network,
oF skiable terrain, can handle.

Already, due to the modes LT
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aystem and massive hype sur-
roanding the swift emergence
of such a glamorous Bulgarian
aki re=ort, the weekend traffic
from the nation’s capital Sofia
and other cities is arguably (oo
great for the handsome Pirin
MD;:;;;" and its 43 rms af
pre pistes to cope

Twrather far more established
but less modern ski resorts in
Bu!garm Borovets and Pam-

- are both closer to Sofia

ut k.ltrs are driving further

at weekends to reach Bansko,

clearly making it a victim of itz
O'WT1L SUCCESS.

The lifts seemed to handle the

ek s thors. Thanels it
W was there.
2 111 (i Thios i d e
reports of hour- {uenes af the
main cable car). Then again, 1
have seen far worse 1ift queues
at high-season periods in count-
less oiher European resorts.

The ski slopes themselves felt

too busy at the weekend and,
'|.rlt|:| the Bu ians" mmﬁ]}r
amipant appetite for high-5

thnl]s and their some Ef-t
pr ecipus-litthe d for other
slope-users, I'm afraid to report
that weekend skiing was quite
unnerving.

Byum:mst on the weekdays 1
E-:n in Bansko, T felt as
though I owned my own ski
mountain = and & very good ane
at that. ;

Kempinzkl certainly obeyed
the First commandment of real
estate, ‘location, location, loca-
tion', with the siting of lis
five-star Grand Arena in Ban-
sko. It is a walk of just 100Ft
from the main cable-car station
and is the prime bit of property
in the ski resort,

Many four-star hotels in Ban-
sko offer fine facilities, ton, and

numerous British tour operabors
have been quick to sign up large
allocations of their rooms to
cater for the ever more popular
Bansko ski scene.

Y TIPS must

include a good

walk around the

old town, which

has more than 100

registered pro-
tected sites of historical interess,
one of m¥ favourites being the
Church of Saint Trinity with its
iconic bell-tower,

Mot far from here is the Dedo
Pene Inn, one of scores of
mehana (traditional restaarants)
in the resort's old and new
towns. The shepherd’s salad,
comprising delicious, crumbly
white cheese with fresh toma-
toes, onions, peppers and ham in

3 Watch our ski holiday videos at www.travelmail.co.uk

HIGH FLYER: Eansko has some
superb slopes, lefk, but, abowe,
can be overcrowd

GETTING THERE

Balkan HnllduTa {0845 130 1114,
wiww. halkanhol

by compatitive deals at a8
thres mnlnﬂrﬂun Bul ski
rosrls il
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a dressing of luscious local
alive oil and light vinegar, will
more than suffice, but can
followed by a traditional Bul-
garian mixed grill of superb
meats, basted to moist per-
fection In their own juices while
cooked over an open fire,

All of this will tell you a at
deal about Bulgarian culsine
and the Bulgarian passion for
fine food. i

I had to agree with the way it
was all summed wp by my tour

uide, and now [(riend, from

Holidays, Milen Bu ki,
Wi ln'[l‘m'lut:ed me o bath the
steepest and the kindest ski
slopes in Bansko and tsught me
a lot about Bulgarian food, Bul-
garian friendship and the still
ridiculously cheap prices.

He said: 'I have travelled
extensively around Europe and
mideh farther afield, but when
the smow 1= good, the sun 15 oul
and you can see and ski these
beautiful mountaing, or shop in
some of the Fine boutiguees, have
a great apa, choose from count-
less fantastic restaurants, go
swimming, ice-skating, bowling,
1o the casino or just visit historic
gites, then [ am not sure 1 would
rather spend my winters any-
where elze.’



